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of growth and development as the chief features which distinguish infants
and children from adults. This section includes somewhat diverse sub-
divisions on disturbances of growth, constitutional signs and symptoms such
as fever and edema, symptoms referable to particular systems such as the
urinary tract, and symptoms related to sexual development and to intel-
lectual retardation. Within each subdivision of this section an attempt is
made to list the conditions in which the designated symptom is encountered
and to present some information concerning the mechanism of its develop-
ment. These explanations are necessarily brief and were not intended to be
complete; they vary considerably in effectiveness.
The final section on health supervision gives consideration to the prenatal
period, infancy, the preschool period, the school years, and adolescence. An
appendix includes in tabular form familiar percentiles for weight, height,
and other selected measurements in different age groups.
The book is attractively composed and in regard to both style and typogra-
phy is easy to read. Incorporated into the text are numerous up-to-date
references which directly accompany the subjects to which they refer. This
arrangement, devised by the authors to encourage more intensive study, is
an effective innovation. The index, although extensive, could be more
serviceable if more complete. For example, the common terms croup,
salicylates, hysteria, intoxication, and poisoning are not listed alphabeti-
cally; similarly, calcification in the skin is listed but not pulmonary or
intracranial calcification.
This book does not pretend to impart new knowledge of pediatrics but
rather a new approach to existing knowledge. It will not replace nor was it
intended to be a substitute for more comprehensive texts including Gross's
Sutrgery of infancy and childhood to which frequent reference is made. Its
chief value would seem to be as a guide to further reading and to a better
understanding of those aspects of pediatrics with which this book is
concerned.
EDWARD C. CURNEN
Shearer's MANUAL OF HUMAN DISSECTION. Charles E. Tobin, Ed. 3d ed.
New York, McGraw Hill Book Co., Inc., 1955. xi, 287 pp. $6.00.
The student of anatomy will profit greatly from the use of this revised
and refined dissecting room guide provided that he heeds the advice of the
editor who warns that "the dissector should use this book in view of the
purpose for which it was written-a manual of human dissection. There-
fore, the information gained from the dissection and that obtained from the
brief descriptions should be supplemented by collateral reading in one of the
more standard descriptive texts, if he is to obtain a more thorough under-
standing of human anatomy."
This counsel is wisely given, for the book contains only the dissection
guide text and the anatomical description, in the "regional anatomy" fashion,
of the usual major subdivisions of the human body. No attempt is made to
elucidate the many structure-function relationships that the student is ex-
pected to know, nor is there any mention of various classical, clinical tidbits
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of knowledge, such as Colles' fracture, which every medical student is
eventually called upon to recite.
The dissecting guide is illustrated with 79 plates, which might well be
somewhat larger, in black and white. The type is large and clear with major
points emphasized in black, heavy type, thus facilitating review and minimiz-
ing the need for underlining. The book is bound so that it lies flat which
means that hands soaked in cadaver fixative will not have to reopen the book
constantly to the desired page.
A particular merit of the book is the author's success in clearly presenting
the highlights of anatomy while omitting, without serious consequence, the
bothersome minutiae of detail and lengthy directions for tedious dissection
that tend to confound and confuse the beginner. The reviewer speaks here
on the basis of his own recent experience in freshman anatomy.
In a large class, with laboratory instructors at a premium, this book will
be a particularly useful guide to steer the student through the various fossae
and fenestrae of anatomy.
M. M. LOTZ
HISTORICAL REVIEW OF BRITISH OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY. By J.
M. Munro Kerr, R. W. Johnstone, and Miles H. Phillips. Edinburgh and
London, E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd., 1954. 420 pp. $6.75.
Progress in medical science is such that, at a given stage of knowledge,
the next logical advance presents itself to a number of different minds. For
the historian or for the contemporary writer it is often difficult to assign the
credit where it is due.
This task has been undertaken by Senior Fellows of the Royal College
of Obstetrics and Gynaecology in a semi-jubilee volume written as a sequel
to H. R. Spencer's History of British Midwifery 1650-1800. The work is
done in a thorough and painstaking fashion with carefully documented ac-
counts of the progress and contributions made by British obstetricians. For
a book about the British and by the British, rather generous mention is
made of advances from the European continent and America.
Seven-eighths of the book is devoted to obstetrics. The 150 years are
divided into three periods, each period being subdivided into chapters on
various aspects of midwifery. This is followed by a fourth series of chapters
recording the advances in special subjects. In places, this form of organiza-
tion leads to a disconnected and occasionally repetitious account. Gynecology
is limited to four chapters at the end. There is little or no discussion of
developments in knowledge of reproduction, sterility, gynecological pa-
thology, genital infections, endocrine abnormalities, or certain aspects of
steroid hormones. Ovarian, vulvar, and corpus carcinoma is not mentioned.
As in any volume with multiple contributors, some chapters are more
complete than others, but as a whole, it is a dignified account commendably
done-as it should be-by men, some of whom have made places for them-
selves in future histories. There are lengthy discussions as to who should
receive the laurels for various obstetrical manoeuvres or who first per-
formed certain operative procedures. Should Crede or Dublin have prior
claim to the management of the third stage of labor? Should Donald or
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